Travel

FUERZA in Perú
Explorations in Artivism

Some days I ask myself, “What are you doing here?”  Why did I leave San Diego during the peak of summer just as I finally feel strong, healthy and as my friends begin to gather in a roda of music and dance?  I am here in Cuzco Perú again, during a cold spell that chills the bones, the Peruvian winter.  I suppose it is a restless spirit of adventure that grips me.  A desire and passion to expand and experience distant places, mountains, cities, jungles, and people.  The truth about this adventure seems far-fetched and wild, so I just say, “It’s a self-funded art exchange and language program”.  That sounds more official.  But the truth is not so hard to understand.  The Free Trade Agreement of the Americas, which opened trade restrictions between Canada, USA, México, and South America, has changed the world as we know it.  “What free trade?”, we ask, as all things come with a price and we organized our group of artists to explore this new open relationship by traveling to Perú to expand the trade of culture, art, ideas, and freedom.  Perú is like a last frontier, open and new and it has arrived out of a long past of revolution and poverty with a new democratic hope.  In the struggling cities, as always, art is a form of expression and hope.  This artistic expression is a key element in society and civilization.  We understand this and enter Perú to help focus their vision of the future, build hope for solutions, and create humane progress.  We are activists, artists, and work to unite these elements into a struggle for peace we call ARTIVISM.

We are FUERZA, a group of USA/México artists working to create unity.  In San Diego we promote our plan of a Downtown Arts District and work with communities and schools painting public murals to foster good will and pride in the community.  We took these same ideas and traveled to Perú to initiate a Cross-Cultural-Arts-Exchange called “Pilgrimage to Machu Picchu”.  “It was a continuation of our plan to unify separate peoples and continents through the flow of tourism, education, art-making and adventure”, says Mario Torero, the organizer.  He continued, “On the journey we encountered indigenous roots while performing ceremonial rites, art workshops with children, painting murals with the community, and working towards various artistic goals.”  This past July we completed our second trip to Perú accompanied by seven other artists and cultural workers.  We worked to establish Cultural Art Centers, an Urban Arts District, painted murals for elementary schools, and worked with the art universities teaching and painting murals.  The journey began in December 2001 when we took two fistfuls of Holy Earth from Chicano Park San Diego and through a guided Indian Ritual spread it on the waters of Lake Titicaca and in the cloud forests of Machu Picchu.  In return, we brought back earth from these Peruvian Holy Sights and planted it in San Diego.  In Lima we joined forces with El Centro Cultural El Averno, a cultural arts center.  There we began murals on their building and others nearby.  As other artists and community leaders joined in, the concept evolved into the idea of muralizing the entire two-blocks.  The Municipality of Lima has backed the idea and offered to help under the office called “ProLima”.  In working with ProLima we have begun to organize the La Quilca Arts District Master Plan.  El Averno, located on the street Jiron Quilca, has been the epic center of cultural change and alternative expression for years and has captured the attention of the media, the sympathy of the locals, and the support of the broad intellectual elements in Lima.  El Averno began as a weird, even controversial organization, but now the city has changed its position and has begun supporting and encouraging our cultural efforts.  On this last journey we were fortunate to have mounted two art exhibitions with the paintings we brought with us.  Others in the group created conceptual and documentary films during the trip, which were shown at the exhibition in Lima.  For several days we traveled with an ex-mayor to a poor town called Paramonga.  There we met with community and political leaders to discuss the possibilities of helping their beach-side community rise out of poverty and pollution.  We began with several public murals at elementary schools while we explored the city and the many archeological wonders nearby.  We had the privilege of visiting the newly designated “Oldest City in the Americas”, Caral.  It is now said to be over 5,800 years old and filled with over 32 massive pyramids mostly unexplored.  We hope in the future to raise money, clothing and aid for the people of Paramonga with the “Adopt a City Project”.  While in Lima and Cuzco, we focused our attention on the two Art Universities (Escuela de Bellas Artes) and our future plans of organizing a group of USA, México, and Peruvian artists to go to Pereira Colombia for the Latin American Bienal in 2003.  We are working to host the LA Bienal in San Diego/Tijuana in 2005.  At the art schools we gave lectures on the history of the Mexican Mural Movement and the Civil Rights Movement of the 60’s and 70’s in the USA.  Finally we produced murals with the students.  The country is thirsty for change, and new ideas.  We were welcomed with open doors at every turn.  With the help on the national press, TV, and newspapers our dreams came alive as we found ourselves in meetings planning and realizing the Master Plan.  The people are open, kind, and creative, searching for a way out of their struggle.  Giving young art students and children an open space to paint and express their ideas was a very new thing and they jumped at the chance with their professors following along.  Our mission was a success but only just beginning and we look to the support and involvement of more people as the project grows.

To learn more about FUERZA and Project Funnel please come to the exhibition opening party on Friday October 18th, 6pm-midnight at Garage Studio Gallery, 435 Third Ave. in the Gaslamp.
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