PMP 4 REPORT

     The trip was on again, this time after more than a year. FUERZA, Pilgrimage to Machu Picchu, Cross Cultural Arts Exchange was given new meaning, new direction and expansion with the participation of Gladys Jones and the House of Perú, San Diego and Victor Delfin and the Casa de Ciencia y Cultura, Perú.

     In December 2001 a group of artists called FUERZA, led by Mario Torero and I, went to Perú to initiate a cultural exchange program in response to the FTAA. The Free Trade Act of the Americas opened communication lines for commerce from Alaska to the tip of South America. Our point was how can we do successful business transactions between the continents when the countries hardly know each other and they often have an element of distrust of each other. With that idea we began our version of cultural trade we call Artivism. 

     On PMP 1 we took two holy fist fulls of earth from Chicano Park San Diego and through guided ceremonies spread the soil on the waters of Lake Titicaca and in the cloud forests of Machu Picchu. In return, we brought back earth from these two holy sites to San Diego and “planted” it at Chicano Park. With this symbolic and actual gesture we began bringing our countries and the continents together.

     In Lima we met and joined forces with El Centro Cultural Del Pueblo, El Averno on Jiron Quilca near the Plaza San Martin in Lima’s historic center. There we added to the wall paintings and public art. As local artists joined in the concept evolved into the idea of muralizing three city blocks. The municipality of Lima under the office of ProLima backed the idea. The project is a model for what can occur on a larger scale in other cities, even our own here in San Diego. We call the project, Master Plan- La Quilca Arts District- Lima.

     Over the four years of tours in Perú we have met and filmed many fine artists and worked towards the goal of completing the project, Los Maestros, a documentary of some of the finest Peruvian Master Artists. With the help of the House of Perú both here and abroad we were able to work together in the accomplishment of this goal.

   The next layer of this most recent journey involved the establishment of the Houses of Perú in Peru. Derek Solarman Ensminger of Solterra lead the community and a team of architects from Recardo Palma, Lima on the construction of the first structure dedicated for the Casa de Ciencia y Cultura “Cézar Vallejo” Provincia de Santiago de Chuco.

     This past April, Mario Torero, Christopher Oleata, Solarman, Diana Jordan and Shelly Bothwell arrived in Lima during the last few weeks of Autumn sun before the cold Peruvian Winter. Mario Remained in Lima the first five days. He met with El Averno, Victor Delfin and other important contacts while he planned the public mural and filming. Meanwhile Christopher lead Shelly and Diana on the unforgettable tour to Cuzco, Machu Picchu and the interview of Peruvian Master Artist Amilcar Salomon Zorrilla. We toured menus, markets, plazas and Inca Ruins while spreading the message of FUERZA, El Averno and the House of Perú.

     The next five days we were all together in Lima working with El Averno and the community muralizing a three-story building in the Arts District of Jiron Quilca. With some good timing, luck and cooperation we accomplished the filming and interviews of the Peruvian Master Artists Victor Delfin, Leslie Lee Crosby and Alvara Roca Rey. We were pleased to receive great press coverage with articles in El Vocero, El Comercio and live interviews on Radio Cora and Radio CPN.

   With the completion of the mural and interviews we said goodbye to Shelly and Diana as Derek, Mario and I continued on a bus eight hours to the north and the coastal city of Trujillo. There we met with people planning our next trip to Santiago de Chuco. We toured the city and visited the pre-Inca adobe cities of Chan Chan and the Las Huacas Excavations. Tall rocky mountains tower over the desert coastline shrouded in fog. We were lucky to get an afternoon to visit the beach town of Huanchaco to see the fisherman in their reed rafts, taste the delicious fish and surf the point waves peeling into town.

     From Trujillo we took an all night bus up the twisted and endless canyons high into the Andes. On the improving yet rough dirt road we ascended toward the flower and bird filled mountainsides of the town Santiago de Chuco at over 10,000 feet. We met with the Casa de Ciencia y Cultura leaders during a quick two-day tour of the wonders of the region. After a tour of the house and Museum of Cézar Vallejo, we cruised the countryside by truck to the hidden and forgotten hot springs of Cachicadan and Huacaz.

     One man rose to the surface as the leader of the project and with his guidance and generosity our goals were realized. Francisco Minano Benites, an elderly man filled with the passion of Vallejo and a love for his town and country lead us through the two days. He made a piece of his open land available for the building of the cultural center. He opened up Santiago de Chuco to us, showed us its secrets and dreams on our way to fulfilling our mission of the House of Perú.

     Now it was time for Mario to Return to Lima and then off to San Diego, Christopher to continue through Perú on other adventures and Solarman to remain in Santiago de Chuco to build the Solterra structure. It really turned out to be an amazing and wonderful experience. Each day new Peruvian dreams were revealed to us as people reached out to participate and expand the projects. Faith, hard work and risk taking brought me once again though experiences that ignited my passion for life and feelings of joy in my soul. From looking across the Cordillera Blanca and listening to the magnificent thunder of glacial avalanches to Punta Hermosa and the massive waves of Kontiki and Pico Alto. Perú delivered to me an experience and wonder that will live forever in my memory and my life.
